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while the leading strata of the other " historic nationalities " were aristocratic. So their predominance on the historical scene corresponded to a level of social development dominated by the bourgeoisie and aristocracy, with the masses of the peasants and workers still in the background.
The Austro-Germans, as the only nationality that had escaped national oppression, were the only one in the Empire that entered on the 1848 Revolution with a clearly defined political and social programme. In Vienna especially, where knowledge of the non-German peoples of the monarchy was lacking, the Austro-German revolutionaries failed to develop any distinct attitude towards the national issues.1 Later, as a result of German events, a strong pan-German attitude and sympathy for the Frankfurt Assembly arose, although there was little sympathy among the Austro-Germans with the tendencies of the Frankfurt majority towards Prussian hegemony in a regenerated Germany, The Austrian Left, which was the most influential party among the Austro-Germans, aimed at a republican solution and the abolition of all dynasties, or at least at such a degree of constitutionalism that the Princes, including the Austrian Emperor, would be reduced to some kind of dignified nobility. Conservative Austro-Germans hoped that the Austrian Emperor might become German Emperor, as he had been before iSoG.21
Very soon, as a reaction against the national aspirations of the Czechs, the original indifference towards national issues and the collaboration between German and Czech liberals in Bohemia gave way to a grossly chauvinist attitude, especially among the Sudeten-Germans.3 This attitude subsequently grew into indifference to the main social issues of the Austrian revolution. It was a Sudeten-German representative, Rcitter, who in the Frankfurt Assembly,4 condemned the Austrian democratic suffrage for bringing about the election mainly of Slav, peasant M.P.s " instead of educated people '*, The peasants, he declared, were " interested only in the abolition of feudal burdens and not in political matters". He seems not to have noticed that the abolition of feudal burdens was the main issue of the 1848 revolution.
The other  " historic nationalities"  were under distinctly
,* Redlich, op. y&, p. 104.            * Hdffert, op. cit.9 Vol. I, pp. 411-13,
8 Redlich, op. dt.9 notes 30, 42, and 45, and also pp. 157-8, The term " Sudeten-Germans " was, of course, not then in use ; it is here used only for the reader's convenience.
4 Frankfurt, Verhandlungen, p. 3782.